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• NHS Trusts considering copper alloys
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• Currently no NHS guidance….. HTNs or HTMs

• At least one Trust currently specifying

• Two other European hospitals planning installation

• Provided design guidance to Greek Health Ministry

• Japanese clinic fitted out
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50,271Single bed rooms

163,719Total ward beds

20Average Nightingale ward size

 Ward/room profile

  

51<10 beds

78110 to 100 beds

130over 100 beds

116over 250 beds

98over 500 beds

1,176No of sites reporting

 Size of site

 NHS Estates reporting to DH
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2020Near bed components & services

266Showers/baths

3717Basins

5318Doors

SinglesNightingale

20 bed unit, typical layout
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• door handles
• push plates
• thumb turns
• cubicle locks
• grab rails
• hot & cold taps
• toilet seats
• switches & sockets
• bed table tops
• drip pole stand

• sanitiser buttons
• light pulls
• cistern flush levers
• dressings trolleys
• soap dispensers
• apron dispensers
• towel dispensers
• commodes
• sink traps & wastes
• call buttons
• shower heads

Hot spot touch surfaces – the wish list:
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Hot spot touch surfaces achieved:
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“Copper” is shorthand for
copper & copper alloys

But what is brass….?

…and bronze?
gilding metal?
Muntz metal?
nickel silver?
copper nickel…?

CZ108 or CuZn37 ?

“Copper” is shorthand
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Put an antimicrobial webpage up;
….or at least a link
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Ask:
is this for an antimicrobial installation?

It puts the question in the mind of both the
client and the salesperson.

Understand & use the terminology:

Reduce bioburden

Constant environmental protection

Touch surfaces

Contamination….
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"If you're going to do it, do it right!" 

Nigel Tomlinson,  Principal Scientific Advisor,
Department of Health
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Selling points:  why use copper alloy fittings?

• distinctive & available

• easy to install, maintain & clean

• comparable in cost, with exceptions (for now…)

• no significant disruption

• timetabled into refurbishment projects

• they work - uniquely

• long lasting and “scratch proof”

• recyclable
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